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Peter  Elzinga,  Alberta  Minister  of  Agriculture 


On  May  26,  1986,  I  was 
sworn  in  as  Alberta's  new 
Minister  of  Agriculture.  The 
appointment  was  a  great  hon- 
our...the  position,  a  tremen- 
dous responsibility. 

Agriculture  is  Alberta's  most 
important  industry.  It  pro- 
vides, either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, employment  for  one  of 
every  three  working  Alber- 
tans.  Agriculture  was  the 
foundation  of  this  province, 
and  is  still  today  the  economic 
sector  upon  which  Albertans 
depend  most. 

Agriculture  in  Alberta  is  a 
strong,  dynamic  industry,  but 
one  which  is  vulnerable  to 
changes  in  the  weather,  in 
interest  rates  and  in  commod- 
ity prices.  In  these  areas  and 
in  others,  agriculture  has 
experienced  serious  setbacks 
during  the  past  few  years. 

The  vital  role  the  agricul- 
ture industry  plays  in  our 
province's  economy  and  the 
consistently  difficult  condi- 
tions encountered  by  the  sec- 
tor in  recent  years  have  led 
Premier  Getty  to  place  agri- 
culture at  the  top  of  the  pro- 
vincial government's  list  of 
priorities. 

As  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
I  will  continue  the 
government's  efforts  to  pro- 
mote prosperity  and  economic 
stability  in  the  industry.  I  will 
see  that  programs  initiated  in 
recent  months  to  provide 
farmers  with  lower  interest 
rates,  lower  input  costs,  a 
"safety  net"  of  crop  insurance 
and  stabilization  programs,  and 
an  economic  atmosphere  in 
which  growth  and  technolog- 
ical development  can  occur, 
are  carried  forward. 

In  this  effort,  I  will  be  aided 
by  a  most  capable  and  experi- 
enced Associate  Minister,  the 
Honourable  Shirley  Cripps. 


At  the  top  of  our  agenda 
are  the  administration  of  the 
new  Alberta  Farm  Credit  Sta- 
bility Program,  and  a  review 
of  the  mandate  and  role  of 
the  Agricultural  Development 
Corporation. 

The  $2  billion  Farm  Credit 
Stability  Program  will  give 
farmers  access  to  long-term 
credit  at  a  fixed  rate  of  inter- 
est, and  assist  in  providing  the 
capital  necessary  to  maintain 
and  upgrade  their  operations. 

The  review  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Development  Corpora- 
tion will  be  wide-ranging  in 
nature,  and  will  ensure  that 
Alberta  producers  are  pro- 
vided with  the  most  compre- 
hensive financial  assistance 
possible,  now  and  in  the 
future. 

As  most  are  aware. 
Alberta's  crop  insurance  pro- 
gram is  also  currently  under 
review.  The  review,  con- 
ducted by  former  agriculture 
minister  Dallas  Schmidt,  will 
result  in  a  crop  insurance  pro- 
gram that  is  administered  more 
efficiently,  and  that  meets 
more  effectively  the  needs  of 
all  producers. 

Of  equal  importance  in  the 
government's  program  for 
agriculture  is  our  emphasis  on 
reducing  farm  input  costs. 
Government  measures  already 
in  place,  including  the  farm 
fuel  rebate  and  the  Farm  Fer- 
tilizer Price  Protection  Plan, 
will  help  offset  the  cost-price 
squeeze  that  has  put  so  much 
pressure  on  the  agricultural 
community  in  past  years. 

At  the  recent  Western  Pre- 
miers' Conference,  Premier 
Getty  and  his  colleagues 
expressed  their  support  for 
further  action  on  the  reduction 
of  input  costs,  and  urged  the 
federal  government  to  inves- 
tigate agricultural  chemical  and 
fertilizer  prices  and  be  pre- 


pared to  modify  regulations  to 
ensure  competitive  prices  on 
these  products. 

The  Associate  Minister  and 
I  will  also  be  focusing  our 
attentions  on  the  need  for 
effective  stabilization  pro- 
grams for  the  province's  red 
meat  and  grain  sectors.  As 
most  readers  will  be  aware. 
Alberta  joined  a  long-awaited 
national,  tripartite  red  meat 
stabilization  program  earlier 
this  year.  We  will  monitor  that 
program  closely  to  make  sure 
the  interests  of  Alberta  pro- 
ducers are  protected  under  the 
plan. 

Though  the  Province  has 
achieved  great  progress  with 
regard  to  red  meat  stabiliza- 
tion, there  is  still  much  to  be 
done  in  the  area  of  grain  sta- 
bilization. We  will  continue  to 
press  for  changes  to  the  West- 
ern Grain  Stabilization  Act, 
and  to  promote  closer  ties 
between  the  Act  and  our  crop 
insurance  program. 

On  these  issues  and  others, 
it  is  imperative  that  Alberta 
strengthen  her  position  with 
regard  to  the  federal 
government.  We  must  improve 
communication  between  the 
two  levels  of  government,  and 
achieve  a  more  cooperative 
working  relationship  with 
Ottawa.  I  will  u.se  my  past 
experience  in  federal  politics 
to  advantage  in  efforts  to 
secure  a  fair  deal  for  Alber- 
tans in  all  agricultural  matters. 

If  we  are  to  be  successful 
in  our  fight  to  achieve  stability 
and  growth  in  agriculture,  if 
the  industry  is  to  benefit  from 
government  policy,  the  Prov- 
ince will  also  require  the 
cooperation  of  the  private  sec- 
tor. The  constructive  criticism 


and  the  support  of  comnuKliiy 
groups,  farm  organizations  and 
the  individual  farmer  arc  vital 
to  our  decision-making  pro- 
cess. Industry  feedback  on 
government  action  is  what  w  ill 
allow  us  to  develop  programs 
and  policies  responsive  to  the 
needs  of  the  individual,  and 
supportive  of  the  agriculture 
.sector  as  a  whole. 

Indeed,  perhaps  the  most 
pressing  concern  in  agriculture 
today  is  the  need  for  impro\cd 
communication  between  the 
industry  and  government.  In 
an  effort  to  enhance  such  com- 
munication, the  Associate 
Minister  and  I  held  meetings 
June  5th  w  ith  members  of  sev- 
eral Alberta  farm  organiza- 
tions. These  were  most 
successful;  further  meetings 
will  be  held  in  the  near  future 
with  other  associations. 

Just  as  important  to  our 
work  as  contact  with  farm 
associations,  however,  is  feed- 
back from  individual  farmers 
and  others  with  an  interest  in 
the  industry.  1  would  like 
Alberta's  agricultural  com- 
munity to  know  that  my  o'('(\^<: 
is  open  for  business,  and  that 
it  is  open  to  all.  Those  with 
concerns  or  suggestions  may 
direct  letters  to  The  Minister 
of  Agriculture.  324  Legisla- 
ture Building,  Edmonton,  T5K 
2B6,  or  call  my  office  at  (403) 
427-2137. 

This  column  is  an  additional 
means  of  maintaining  contact 
with  the  rural  community.  1 
will  issue  further  editions  as 
concerns  arise  and  conditions 
warrant,  in  order  that  Alber- 
tans may  stay  well-informed 
as  to  my  views  and  policies 
on  agriculture. 

I  look  forward  to  writing 
the  next  Ag.  File. 


